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Education 
 
 Ph.D. 1981, Yale University, Department of Medieval Studies 
 M.A.Div. 1976, University of Chicago Divinity School 
 B.A. 1975, Oberlin College, summa cum laude in English and Religion  
 
Employment 
 

John Evans Professor of Latin, Northwestern University, 2003-; Professor of English and 
Religion, 1992- ; Associate Professor, 1987-92; Assistant Professor, 1981-87.  

 
Books 
 
The Permeable Self: Five Medieval Relationships. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 

Press, forthcoming fall 2021.  
 
The Works of Richard Methley. Translation, with introduction by Laura Saetveit Miles. 

Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press / Cistercian Publications, Jan. 2021. Paper and digital. 
 
Mechthild of Hackeborn and the Nuns of Helfta, The Book of Special Grace. Translation with 

introduction. New York: Paulist Press (Classics of Western Spirituality), 2017. Cloth and 
digital.  

 
Making Love in the Twelfth Century: Letters of Two Lovers in Context. Philadelphia: University 

of Pennsylvania Press, 2016. Cloth and digital; paperback, 2020. 
 
Medieval Crossover: Reading the Secular against the Sacred. Notre Dame: University of Notre 

Dame Press, 2013. Paper.  
 
The Life of Juliana of Cornillon: introduction, chronology, translation, and notes. In Living 

Saints of the Thirteenth Century: The Lives of Yvette, Anchoress of Huy; Juliana of 
Cornillon, Author of the Corpus Christi Feast; and Margaret the Lame, Anchoress of 
Magdeburg, ed. Anneke B. Mulder-Bakker, 143-302. Turnhout: Brepols, 2011. Cloth.  
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Thomas of Cantimpré, The Collected Saints’ Lives: Abbot John of Cantimpré, Christina the 
Astonishing, Margaret of Ypres, and Lutgard of Aywières, ed. Barbara Newman, trans. 
Margot H. King and Barbara Newman. Turnhout: Brepols, 2008. Cloth.  

 
Frauenlob’s Song of Songs: A Medieval German Poet and His Masterpiece. Poetic translation 

and critical study with musical performance by Sequentia on CD. University Park, PA: 
Penn State University Press, 2006. Paper. 

 
God and the Goddesses: Vision, Poetry, and Belief in the Middle Ages. Philadelphia: University 

of Pennsylvania Press, Middle Ages Series, 2003. Cloth; paperback, 2005.  
 

Voice of the Living Light: Hildegard of Bingen and Her World (edited volume). Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1998. Cloth, paper, and digital.  

 
From Virile Woman to WomanChrist: Studies in Medieval Religion and Literature. Philadelphia: 

University of Pennsylvania Press, 1995. Cloth and paper.  
 

Hildegard of Bingen, Symphonia, critical edition with introduction, translations, and 
commentary. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1988; 2nd revised edition, 1998. 
Cloth and paper. Latin text also appears with a new introduction and extended apparatus 
in Hildegardis Bingensis: Opera Minora, CCCM 226 (Turnhout: Brepols, 2007), pp. 
336-477. Cloth.  

 
Sister of Wisdom: St. Hildegard’s Theology of the Feminine. Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 1987; 2nd edition, 1997. Cloth, paper, and digital. German translation, Hildegard 
von Bingen: Schwester der Weisheit, trans. Annette Esser and Monica Priester (Freiburg: 
Herder, 1995). Japanese translation by Shoji Muramoto (Tokyo: Shinsui-sha, 1999).  

 
 In progress:  
 
 “The Life of Simon of Aulne” (anon. 13th-c. vita), edition and translation, in collaboration with. 

Jeroen Deploige (Ghent University, Belgium). To appear in Analecta Bollandiana.  
 
Academic Honors 

 
Member, American Philosophical Society (elected 2017)  
Outstanding Academic Title Award from Choice, 2014, for Medieval Crossover  
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Distinguished Achievement Award, 2009, $1.5 million 

grant, for the period 2010-15 
Charles Homer Haskins Medal, Medieval Academy of America, for God and the 

Goddesses, 2009 
Dorothy and Clarence Ver Steeg Distinguished Research Fellow, 2007 

 Member, American Academy of Arts and Sciences (elected 2005) 
 NEH Fellowship, 2004-05 
 Residency at Bellagio Study Center (Rockefeller Foundation), Sept.-Oct. 2004 

Charles Deering McCormick Chair of Teaching Excellence, Northwestern University 



 3 

(rotating chair), 2003-06 
 Guggenheim Fellowship, 2000-01 
 Fellow, Medieval Academy of America (elected 1999) 

Jane Dempsey Douglass Prize (American Society of Church History) for best article on 
women in the history of Christianity: “Possessed by the Spirit,” 1998 

 Fellow, Alice Berline Kaplan Center for the Humanities, Northwestern, 1992-93 
 CAS Distinguished Teaching Award, Northwestern University, 1991 

ASG Faculty Honor Roll, Northwestern University, 1987, 1996 
 NEH Travel Grant, 1990-91 
 ACLS Fellowship, 1987-88 
 Outstanding Academic Book Award from Choice, 1987, for Sister of Wisdom 

Northwestern University Research Grants: 1985, 1994, 2000 
 
Articles 
 
 Forthcoming 
 
“Visions.” High Medieval Literary Cultures in England (ca. 1066-1300), ed. Elizabeth Tyler and 

Jocelyn Wogan-Browne. Oxford Twenty-First Century Approaches Series. Oxford 
University Press. 

 
 Published 
 
“Mechthild of Magdeburg at Helfta: A Study in Literary Influence.” In Women Intellectuals and 

Leaders in the Middle Ages, ed. Kathryn Kerby-Fulton, John Van Engen, and Katie Ann-
Marie Bugyis, 383-95. Cambridge: D. S. Brewer, 2020. 

 
 “The Fool’s Dance: Finding the Still Point in The Greater Trumps.” Journal of Inklings Studies 

9.2 (2019): 154-71. 
 
“Affectus from Hildegard to Helfta.” In Before Emotion: The Language of Feeling (400-1800), 

ed. Juanita Feros Ruys, Michael W. Champion, and Kirk Essary, 97-107. New York: 
Routledge, 2019. 

  
“The Seven-Storey Mountain: Mechthild of Hackeborn and Dante’s Matelda.” Dante Studies 136 

(2018): 62-92. 
  
“Afterword: Who or What Was a Heretic in the Late Middle Ages?” Late Medieval Heresy: New 

Perspectives. Studies in Honor of Robert E. Lerner, ed. Michael D. Bailey and Sean L. 
Field, 238-49. Woodbridge, Suffolk: Boydell & Brewer / York Medieval Press, 2018. 

  
“New Seeds, New Harvests: Thirty Years of Tilling the Mystic Field.” Traditio 72 (2017): 9-20. 
 
 “Sacred, Secular and Sensual: Three Case Studies in Late Medieval Crossover.” In A Feast for 

the Senses: Art and Experience in Medieval Europe, ed. Martina Bagnoli, 54-73. 
Baltimore: Walters Art Museum, 2016.  
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 “Annihilation and Authorship: Three Women Mystics of the 1290s.” Speculum 91 (2016): 591-

630. 
 
“Person to Person: Becoming Present.” Spiritus 16 (2016): 99-109.  
 
“Lessons from the Vineyard: On the Pedagogy of Prayer.” Franciscan Studies 72 (2014): 453-

64.  
 
“The Burdens of Church History in the Middle Ages.” Church History 83 (2014): 1009-13.  
 
“Contemplating the Trinity: Text, Image, and the Origins of the Rothschild Canticles.” Gesta 

52.2 (2013): 133-59.  
 
“The Contemplative Classroom, or Learning by Heart in the Age of Google.” Buddhist-Christian 

Studies 33 (2013): 3-11. Repr. in The Soul of Higher Education: Contemplative 
Pedagogy, Research, and Institutional Life for the Twenty-First Century, ed. Margaret 
Benefiel and Bo Karen Lee, 31-41. Information Age Publishing, 2019.  

 
“Indwelling: A Meditation on Empathy, Pregnancy, and the Virgin Mary.” In Studies on 

Medieval Empathies, ed. Karl F. Morrison and Rudolph M. Bell, 189-212. Turnhout: 
Brepols, 2013.  

 
“Iam cor meum non sit suum: Exchanging Hearts, from Heloise to Helfta.” In From Knowledge 

to Beatitude: St. Victor, Twelfth-Century Scholars, and Beyond. Essays in Honor of 
Grover A. Zinn, Jr., ed. E. Ann Matter and Lesley Smith, 281-99. Notre Dame, IN: 
University of Notre Dame Press, 2013.  

 
“Gender.” In The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Christian Mysticism, ed. Julia A. Lamm, 41-55. 

Chichester, UK: Blackwell, 2012.  
 
“Latin and the Vernaculars.” In The Cambridge Companion to Christian Mysticism, ed. Amy 

Hollywood and Patricia Z. Beckman, 225-39. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2012. 

 
 “Exchanging Hearts: A Medievalist Looks at Transplant Surgery.” Spiritus 12 (2012): 1-20. 

Repr. in Rethinking the Medieval Legacy for Contemporary Theology, ed. Anselm K. 
Min, 17-41. Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2014.  

 
“The Passion of the Jews of Prague: The Pogrom of 1389 and the Lessons of a Medieval 

Parody.” Church History 80 (2012): 1-26.  
  
“Liminalities: Literate Women in the Long Twelfth Century.” In European Transformations: 

The Long Twelfth Century, ed. Thomas F. X. Noble and John Van Engen, 354-402. Notre 
Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2012.  
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“A Tale of Two Scandals: Cornelia Connelly as Nouvelle Héloïse.” Review for Religious 70 
(2011): 342-63.  

 
“Eliot’s Affirmative Way: Julian of Norwich, Charles Williams, and Little Gidding.” Modern 

Philology 108.3 (Feb. 2011): 427-61.  
 
“On Being Spiritual But Not (yet? ever?) Religious.” Spiritus 10 (2010): 282-87.  
 
 “Coming Out of the (Sacristy) Closet.” In “Something Fearful”: Medievalist Scholars on the 

Religious Turn, ed. Kathryn Kerby-Fulton and Jonathan Juilfs. Special issue of Religion 
& Literature, 42:1-2 (Spring-Summer 2010), 279-97.  

 
 “Redeeming the Time: Langland, Julian, and the Art of Lifelong Revision.” Yearbook of 

Langland Studies 23 (2009): 1-32. 
 
 “Charles Williams and the Companions of the Co-inherence.” Spiritus 9 (2009): 1-26. 
 
“Love’s Arrows: Christ as Cupid in Late Medieval Art and Devotion.” In The Mind’s Eye: Art 

and Theological Argument in the Middle Ages, ed. Jeffrey F. Hamburger and Anne-Marie 
Bouché, 263-86. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2005.  

 
“Die visionären Texte und visuellen Welten religiösen Frauen.” In Krone und Schleier: Kunst 

aus mittelalterlichen Frauenklöstern (Crown and Veil: The Art of Female Monasticism in 
the Middle Ages), ed. Jan Gerchow, Jeffrey F. Hamburger, and Susan Marti, 104-17. 
Kunst- und Ausstellungs-halle der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, Bonn, and 
Ruhrlandmuseum, Essen, 2005.  

 
English translation of the above: “The Visionary Texts and Visual Worlds of Religious Women.” 

In Crown and Veil: Female Monasticism from the Fifth to the Fifteenth Centuries, ed. 
Jeffrey F. Hamburger and Susan Marti, 151-71. New York: Columbia University Press, 
2008.  

 
“What Did It Mean to Say ‘I Saw’? The Clash between Theory and Practice in Medieval 

Visionary Culture.” Speculum 80 (2005): 1-43. 
 
 “The Artifice of Eternity: Speaking of Heaven in Three Medieval Poems.” Religion & 

Literature 37 (2005): 1-24. Repr. in Envisaging Heaven in the Middle Ages, ed. Carolyn 
Muessig and Ad Putter, 185-206. New York and London: Routledge, 2007. 

 
 “More Thoughts on Medieval Women’s Intelligence: Denied, Projected, Embodied.” Response 

to Alcuin Blamires. In Voices in Dialogue: Reading Women in the Middle Ages, ed. 
Linda Olson and Kathryn Kerby-Fulton, 231-43. Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre 
Dame Press, 2005. 

 
“Toward a More Inclusive Monotheism.” Spiritus 5 (2005): 214-20.  
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 “The Mozartian Moment: Reflections on Medieval Mysticism.” In Minding the Spirit: The Study 
of Christian Spirituality, ed. Elizabeth Dreyer and Mark Burrows, 200-06. Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005.  

 
“Rereading John Donne’s Holy Sonnet 14.” Spiritus 4 (2004): 84-90. 
 
“Did Goddesses Empower Women? The Case of Dame Nature.” In Gendering the Master 

Narrative: Women and Power in the Middle Ages, ed. Mary Erler and Maryanne 
Kowaleski, 135-55. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2003. 

 
“Goswin of Villers and the Visionary Network.” Preface to Send Me God: The Lives of Ida the 

Compassionate of Nivelles, Nun of La Ramée, Arnulf, Lay Brother of Villers, and 
Abundus, Monk of Villers, by Goswin of Bossut, trans. Martinus Cawley, xxix-xlix. 
Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols, 2003. 

 
 “The Mirror and the Rose: Marguerite Porete’s Encounter with the Dieu d’Amours.” In The 

Vernacular Spirit: Essays on Medieval Religious Literature, ed. Renate Blumenfeld-
Kosinski, Duncan Robertson, and Nancy Warren, 105-23. New York: Palgrave, 2002. 

 
“Henry Suso and the Medieval Devotion to Christ the Goddess.” Spiritus 2 (2002): 1-14. 
 
“God and the Goddesses: Vision, Poetry, and Belief in the Middle Ages.” In Poetry and 

Philosophy in the Middle Ages: A Festschrift for Peter Dronke, ed. John Marenbon, 173-
96. Leiden: Brill, 2001. 

 
 “Speculum Virginum: Selected Excerpts,” translated from the Latin. In Listen, Daughter: The 

Speculum Virginum and the Formation of Religious Women in the Middle Ages, ed. 
Constant Mews, 269-96. New York: Palgrave, 2001. 

 
 “Intimate Pieties: Holy Trinity and Holy Family in the Late Middle Ages.” Religion & 

Literature 31 (1999): 77-101. 
 
“Devout Women and Demoniacs in the World of Thomas of Cantimpré.” In New Trends in 

Feminine Spirituality: The Holy Women of Liège and their Impact, ed. Juliette Dor, 
Lesley Johnson, and Jocelyn Wogan-Browne, 35-60. Turnhout: Brepols, 1999. 
Abridgment of the article below.  

 
“Possessed by the Spirit: Devout Women, Demoniacs, and the Apostolic Life in the Thirteenth 

Century.” Speculum 73 (1998): 733-70. 
 
“Sophia, Orthodoxy, and World Religions: A Dialogue in Icons.” Daughters of Sarah 20.2 

(Spring 1994): 6-10.  
 
 “Renaissance Feminism and Esoteric Theology: The Case of Cornelius Agrippa.” Viator 24 

(1993): 337-56. 
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 “The Cattes Tale: A Chaucer Apocryphon.” Chaucer Review 26 (1992): 411-23. 
 

“Authority, Authenticity, and the Repression of Heloise.” Journal of Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies 22 (1992): 121-57. 

 
“The Pilgrimage of Christ-Sophia.” Vox Benedictina 9 (Summer 1992): 8-37. 
 
“Die Mütterlichkeit Gottes—Sophia in der mittelalterlichen Mystik.” In Auf den Spuren der 

Weisheit: Sophia, Wegweiserin für ein weibliches Gottesbild, ed. Verena Wodtke, 
82-101. Freiburg: Herder, 1991. 

 
“Some Mediaeval Theologians and the Sophia Tradition.” Downside Review 108 (1990): 111-30. 
 
 “On the Ethics of Feminist Historiography.” Exemplaria 2 (1990): 702-06. 
 
“Flaws in the Golden Bowl: Gender and Spiritual Formation in the Twelfth Century.” Traditio 

45 (1989-90): 111-46. 
 
“‘Feynede Loves’, Feigned Lore, and Faith in Trouthe.” In Chaucer’s Troilus: Essays in 

Criticism, ed. Stephen A. Barney, 257-75. Hamden, CT: Archon Books, 1980. 
 
“Sergius Bulgakov and the Theology of Divine Wisdom,” St. Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly 

22 (1978): 39-73.  
 
 On the Guglielmites 
 
“Agnes of Prague and Guglielma of Milan.” In Medieval Holy Women in the Christian Tradition, 

c. 1100 – c. 1500, ed. Alastair Minnis and Rosalynn Voaden, 557-79. Turnhout: Brepols, 
2010.  

 
 “The Heretic Saint: Guglielma of Bohemia, Milan, and Brunate.” Church History 74 (2005): 1-

38. 
 
“WomanSpirit, Woman Pope.” In Barbara Newman, From Virile Woman to WomanChrist: 

Studies in Medieval Religion and Literature, 182-223. Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 1995. 

 
 On Hildegard of Bingen 
 
“St. Hildegard, Doctor of the Church, and the Fate of Feminist Theology.” Spiritus 13 (2013): 

36-55. German translation: “Die Kirchenlehrerin und das Schicksal feministischer 
Theologie.” In Die neue Kirchenlehrerin Hildegard von Bingen, ed. Annette Esser, 69-
96. Bingen am Rhein: Aschermittwoch-Verlag, 2014.  

 
 “Hildegard of Bingen’s Commentary on the Johannine Prologue” (translation with introduction). 

Theology Today 60 (April 2003): 16-33.  
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 “Hildegard and Her Hagiographers: The Remaking of Female Sainthood.” In Gendered Voices: 

Medieval Saints and Their Interpreters, ed. Catherine M. Mooney, 16-34 and 195-202. 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999. 

 
“Three-Part Invention: The Vita S. Hildegardis and Mystical Hagiography.” In Hildegard of 

Bingen: The Context of Her Thought and Art, ed. Charles Burnett and Peter Dronke, 189-
210. London: Warburg Institute, 1998. 

 
 “Seherin—Prophetin—Mystikerin: Hildegard-Bilder in der hagiographischen Tradition” 

(German translation of the above). In Hildegard von Bingen: Prophetin durch die Zeiten, 
Zum 900. Geburtstag, ed. Edeltraud Forster, 126-52. Freiburg: Herder, 1997. 

 
 “Hildegard of Bingen and the ‘Birth of Purgatory.’” Mystics Quarterly 19 (Sept. 1993): 90-97. 
 
“Romancing the Past: A Critical Look at Matthew Fox and the Medieval ‘Creation Mystics.’” 

Touchstone 5 (Summer 1992): 5-10. 
 
“Hildegard von Bingen oder ‘Eine arme, kleine Frau.’” In Sanft und rebellisch: Mütter der 

Christenheit, ed. Karin Walter, 207-20. Freiburg: Herder, 1990. 
 
Introduction to Hildegard of Bingen, Scivias, trans. Columba Hart and Jane Bishop, 9-53. New 

York: Paulist Press, 1990. 
 
“Divine Power Made Perfect in Weakness: St. Hildegard on the Frail Sex.” In Peace Weavers, 

vol. 2 of Medieval Religious Women, ed. John Nichols and Lillian T. Shank, 103-22. 
Kalamazoo: Cistercian Publications, 1987. 

 
“Hildegard of Bingen: Visions and Validation.” Church History 54 (1985): 163-75. Online at 

Monastic Matrix (http://monasticmatrix.org), 2006.  
 
Edited volume of a journal 
 
The Central Ages: Periods and Boundaries. Essays in Medieval Studies, vol. 21 (Proceedings of 

the Illinois Medieval Association for 2004). West Virginia University Press and Project 
MUSE, 2005. Online at https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/9700  

 
Encyclopedia entries 
 
“Mechthild of Hackeborn.” In the Encyclopedia of the Bible and its Reception, Vol. 17. De 

Gruyter, 2019. Print and digital.  
 
“Frauenlob.” In The Literary Encyclopedia. Online at www.litencyc.com, 2009.  
 
“Catholic Mysticism.” In Encyclopedia of Love in World Religions, 2 vols., ed. Yudit Kornberg 

Greenberg, 1:103-05. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2008. Print and digital. 
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“Hildegard of Bingen.” In Dictionary of Gnosis and Western Esotericism, ed. Wouter J. 

Hanegraaff et al, 1:571-72. Leiden: Brill, 2005.  
 
“Hildegard of Bingen” and “Juliana of Mont-Cornillon.” In Women in the Middle Ages: An 

Eycyclopedia, ed. Katharina M. Wilson and Nadia Margolis, 1:431-35, 503-05. Westport, 
CT: Greenwood Press, 2004.  

 
“Heloise.” In The Feminist Encyclopedia of French Literature, ed. Eva Martin Sartori, 254-55. 

Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1999.  
 
“Eve and Mary.” In Women’s Studies Encyclopedia III: History, Philosophy, and Religion, ed. 

Helen Tierney, 135-37. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1991. 
 
National conferences organized  
 
 Medieval Imaginings: A Celebration of Historical Fiction, Northwestern, April 2015 
 Mellon Symposium on the Middle Ages in Translation, Northwestern, July 2013 
 Mellon Symposium on Medieval Subjectivity, Northwestern, July 2011 
 American Society of Church History, annual meeting, Boston, January 2011 
 Medieval Academy of America, annual meeting, Chicago, March 2009 
 The Feminine Divine in Cross-Cultural Perspective, Northwestern, November 2006 
 Illinois Medieval Association, annual meeting, Northwestern, February 2004 
 
Book reviews 
 
“A Thousand Slayn.” Review of D. Vance Smith, Arts of Dying: Literature and Finitude in 

Medieval England (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020). London Review of 
Books 42, no. 21 (5 Nov. 2020).  

 
Sean L. Field, Courting Sanctity: Holy Women and the Capetians (Ithaca, NY: Cornell UP, 

2019). Speculum 95 (2020): 1166-67.  
 
Eleanor Johnson, Staging Contemplation: Participatory Theology in Middle English Prose, 

Verse, and Drama (Chicago: U of Chicago Press, 2018). Yearbook of Langland Studies 
33 (2019): 250-53. 

 
Claire Fanger, Rewriting Magic: An Exegesis of the Visionary Autobiography of a Fourteenth-

Century French Monk (University Park: Penn State UP, 2015). H-France (online), fall 
2019. 

 
“Kek kek! kokkow! quek quek!” Review of Marion Turner, Chaucer: A European Life 

(Princeton, 2019), London Review of Books 41.22 (21 Nov. 2019), 9-10.  
 
Sarah McNamer, Meditations on the Life of Christ: The Short Italian Text (Notre Dame, 2018). 

Catholic Historical Review 105.2 (2019): 361-62. 
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Anneke Mulder-Bakker et al., The Dedicated Spiritual Life of Upper Rhine Noble Women: A 

Study and Translation of a Fourteenth-Century Spiritual Biography of Gertrude 
Rickeldey of Ortenberg and Heilke of Staufenberg (Turnhout: Brepols, 2017). Speculum 
94 (2019): 569-70. 

 
Racha Kirakosian, Die Vita der Christina von Hane: Untersuchung und Edition (Berlin: Walter 

de Gruyter, 2017). Speculum 94 (2019): 233-35.  
 
Glenn D. Burger, Conduct Becoming: Good Wives and Husbands in the Later Middle Ages 

(Philadelphia: U. of Pennsylvania Press, 2018). Church History 87 (2018): 872-75. 
 
“Carved into the Flesh,” review of Jack Hartnell, Medieval Bodies: Life, Death and Art in the 

Middle Ages (London: Wellcome Books, 2018). London Review of Books 40.19 (11 Oct. 
2018), 39-40.  

 
Rachel Fulton Brown, Mary and the Art of Prayer: The Hours of the Virgin in Medieval 

Christian Life and Thought (Columbia UP, 2018). Speculum 93 (2018): 1169-71. 
 
 “No Peep of Protest,” review essay on medieval conduct books. London Review of Books 40.14 

(19 July 2018), 21-22. 
 
“Mercenary Knights and Princess Brides.” Shayne Aaron Legassie, The Medieval Invention of 

Travel (U. of Chicago Press, 2017). London Review of Books 39.16 (17 August 2017), 
29-30.  

 
Amy Hollywood, Acute Melancholia and Other Essays: Mysticism, History, and the Study of 

Religion (Columbia UP, 2016). Church History 86.1 (2017): 213-15.  
 
Maureen Barry McCann Boulton, Sacred Fictions of Medieval France: Narrative Theology in 

the Lives of Christ and the Virgin, 1150-1500 (D. S. Brewer, 2015). Speculum 92.2 
(2017): 503-05.  

 
 “Byzantine Laments.” Leonora Neville, Anna Komnene: The Life and Work of a Medieval 

Historian (Oxford UP, 2016). London Review of Books 39.5 (2 March 2017), 21. 
 
Grevel Lindop, Charles Williams: The Third Inkling (Oxford UP, 2015). Spiritus 16 (2016): 287-

89. 
 
Sara S. Poor and Nigel Smith, eds., Mysticism and Reform, 1400-1750 (Notre Dame, 2015). 

Seminar 52.3 (2016): 334-37.  
 
 “Of Burnable Books and Buried Giants: Two Modes of Historical Fiction.” Review essay on 

Bruce Holsinger, A Burnable Book (HarperCollins, 2014) and The Invention of Fire 
(HarperCollins, 2015), and Kazuo Ishiguro, The Buried Giant (Alfred A. Knopf, 2015). 
postmedieval 7.2 (2016): 328-35.  
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Patricia Dailey, Promised Bodies: Time, Language, and Corporeality in Medieval Women’s 

Mystical Texts (Columbia UP, 2013). Church History 84 (2015): 656-58. 
 
A. C. Spearing, Medieval Autographies: The “I” of the Text (Notre Dame, 2012). Religion & 

Literature 47.3 (2015): 143-46. 
 
Wolfgang Riehle, The Secret Within: Hermits, Recluses, and Spiritual Outsiders in Medieval 

England, trans. Charity Scott-Stokes (Cornell UP, 2014). Journal of Ecclesiastical 
History 66 (2015): 643-44.  

 
 “When Medicine Failed.” Review of Robert Bartlett, Why Can the Dead Do Such Great Things? 

Saints and Worshippers from the Martyrs to the Reformation (Princeton UP, 2013). 
London Review of Books 37.9 (7 May 2015), 20-21.  

 
Hildegard of Bingen, Solutions to Thirty-Eight Questions, trans. Beverly Mayne Kienzle with 

Jenny C. Bledsoe and Stephen H. Behnke (Cistercian Publications and Liturgical Press, 
2014). The Medieval Review (online), April 2015.  

 
Tanya Stabler Miller, The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual 

Authority (U. of Pennsylvania Press, 2014). Gender & History 27 (2015): 209-10.  
 
Karl Whittington, Body-Worlds: Opicinus de Canistris and the Medieval Cartographic 

Imagination (Toronto, PIMS, 2014). Speculum 90 (2015): 307-09.  
 
Devorah Schoenfeld, Isaac on Jewish and Christian Altars: Polemic and Exegesis in Rashi and 

the Glossa Ordinaria (New York, 2013). Church History 83 (2014): 740-41. 
 
“Astonishing Heloise.” Review of David Luscombe, ed., The Letter Collection of Peter Abelard 

and Heloise (Oxford, 2013). London Review of Books 36.2 (23 January 2014): 5-7. 
 
Sarah L. Higley, Hildegard of Bingen’s Unknown Language: An Edition, Translation, and 

Discussion (Palgrave Macmillan, 2007). Pneuma: Journal of the Society for Pentecostal 
Studies 35 (2013): 459-60.  

 
Carolynn Van Dyke, ed., Rethinking Chaucerian Beasts (New York, 2012). The Medieval 

Review (online), posted June 2013.  
 
Michelle Karnes, Imagination, Meditation, and Cognition in the Middle Ages (Chicago, 2011). 

Church History 82.2 (June 2013): 426-29.  
 
T. M. Luhrmann, When God Talks Back: Understanding the American Evangelical Relationship 

with God (New York, 2012). Spiritus 13.1 (2013): 127-31. 
 
Wendy Love Anderson, The Discernment of Spirits: Assessing Visions and Visionaries in the 

Late Middle Ages (Tübingen, 2011). Journal of Ecclesiastical History 64 (2013): 157-58.  
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David Wallace, Strong Women: Life, Text, and Territory 1347-1645 (Oxford, 2011). Speculum 

87 (2012): 1262-64.  
 
Dyan Elliott, The Bride of Christ Goes to Hell: Metaphor and Embodiment in the Lives of Pious 

Women, 200-1500 (Philadelphia, 2012). The Medieval Review (online), posted June 2012. 
 
“Ailments of the Tongue.” Review of Rita Copeland and Ineke Sluiter, eds., Medieval Grammar 

and Rhetoric: Language Arts and Literary Theory, AD 300-1475 (Oxford, 2009). London 
Review of Books, vol. 34, no. 6 (22 March 2012), 23-25.  

 
John D. Cotts, The Clerical Dilemma: Peter of Blois and Literate Culture in the Twelfth Century 

(Catholic U. of America Press, 2009). Speculum 86 (2011): 1062-63.  
 
Sarah McNamer, Affective Meditation and the Invention of Medieval Compassion (U. of 

Pennsylvania Press, 2010). Journal of English and Germanic Philology 110 (2011): 523-
26.  

 
Michael Battle, Ubuntu: I in You and You in Me (Seabury Books, 2009). Spiritus 11.1 (2011): 

136-38. 
 
Jessica Barr, Willing to Know God: Dreamers and Visionaries in the Later Middle Ages (Ohio 

State UP, 2010). The Medieval Review, online, posted March 2011.  
 
Christine Cooper-Rompato, The Gift of Tongues: Women’s Xenoglossia in the Later Middle Ages 

(Pennsylvania State UP, 2010). Religion & Literature 42:3 (Autumn 2010): 209-11.  
 
Jennifer Bryan, Looking Inward: Devotional Reading and the Private Self in Late Medieval 

England (U. of Pennsylvania Press, 2008). Journal of Medieval Religious Cultures 36:1 
(2010): 111-14.  

 
Miri Rubin, Emotion and Devotion: The Meaning of Mary in Medieval Religious Cultures 
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“Sophia and ‘She Who Is’: Russian Sophiology Revisited,” Berkshire Conference on the History 

of Women, Chapel Hill, NC, June 1996.  
 
“The Mozartian Moment: A Response to Bernard McGinn’s The Growth of Mysticism,” 

American Society of Church History, Chicago, January 1995.  
 
“Gnostics, Free Spirits, and ‘Meister Eckhart’s Daughter,’” International Congress on Medieval 

Studies, Kalamazoo, May 1994.  
 
“La mystique courtoise: Thirteenth-Century Beguines and the Art of Love,” Northwestern 

University conference on “The Literary Dimensions of Medieval Mysticism,” Oct. 1993. 
 
“Confessions of an Eclectic Feminist,” Medieval Academy of America, Princeton, April 1991. 
 
“Autobiography and the Woman’s Voice,” panel at Columbia University, February 1991. 
 
“The Cattes Tale: A Chaucerian Apocryphon,” International Congress on Medieval Studies, 

Kalamazoo, May 1989; Chaucer Colloquium, Michigan State University, Feb. 1990. 
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“Women, History, and Literature: Theory and Methodology,” panel at Kalamazoo, May 1989. 
 
Symposium on Literary Translation, University of Chicago, February 1989. 
 
“Music as a Cultural Institution in the Middle Ages,” panel at Newberry Library, October 1988. 
 
“The Creation of a Role Model: The Cult of St. Ursula,” Berkshire Conference on the History of 

Women, Wellesley College, June 1987. 
 
“The Semiotic Apocalypse,” International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, May 1987. 
 
“Hildegard and the Sapiential Tradition,” Medieval Association of the Pacific, Stanford, March 

1986. 
 
“Translating Hildegard’s Symphonia,” International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, 

May 1985. 
 
“Medieval Personalities,” American Society of Church History, Chicago, December 1984. 
 
“Gender and Contemplation in the Twelfth Century,” Berkshire Conference on the History of 

Women, Smith College, June 1984. 
 
“The Ambiguities of Wisdom, or How the Son of God Became the Mother of Arts,” conference 

on “The Arts, the Muses, and Other Sacred Sisters,” St. Mary’s College, October 1982. 
 
“The Song of Adam and the Songs of Zion: An Aesthetic of Prophecy,” International Congress on 

Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, May 1982. 
 
“Mother and Midwife—A Platonic Ecclesiology?” International Congress on Medieval Studies, 

Kalamazoo, May 1981. 
 
Courses Taught  
 
Graduate seminars  
 
 Medieval Latin  
 Medieval Autobiography 
 The Medieval Beast 
 Medieval Liturgy: A Multimedia Experience (team-taught) 
 Sacred and Profane: Studies in Medieval Crossover  
 Medieval Shakespeare / Renaissance Chaucer  
 Allegory and Gender 
 Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales 
 Chaucer: Troilus and Criseyde  
 Langland: Piers Plowman  
 Middle English Vision Narratives  
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 Medieval Religious Women  
 Holy Women of the Twelfth Century: Visions, Voices, and Violence  
 Hildegard of Bingen and Her World (Newberry Library) 
 
Undergraduate - Literature 
 
 Exploring the Fantasy Novel (first-year seminar) 
 Medievalism (junior research seminar) 
 Queering Medieval Romance 
 Till Death Do Us Part (or not): Exploring Marriage (team-taught)  

Literary Imagination and the Bible  
 The Bible as Literature (lecture) 
 Chaucer 
 Arthurian Literature 

Medieval Autobiography 
 Couples and Triangles 
 Bad Women, Good Women, and Women in Love 
 Pagan and Christian in Medieval Literature  
 Theory and Practice of Love: The Twelfth Century 
 Medieval Women Writers and the Canon 
 History of Literary Theory: Plato to the Renaissance (Comp. Lit.)  

Major British Christian Poets: Donne, Herbert, Blake, Hopkins, Eliot  
 Medieval Fictions and Twentieth-Century Novelists  

Senior Honors Seminar  
 
Undergraduate – Religious Studies 
 
 Modern Christian Mystics 
 Christian Mystical Theology  
 Goddesses East and West (team-taught)  
 Cult of the Virgin Mary  
 Feminist Theology and Women’s Spirituality  
 Women in Contemporary World Religions 
 Eastern Orthodox Christianity  
 
Dissertations directed  
 

Carla Arnell (co-directed; English, 1999); Cynthia Baule (English, 2000); Joseph Derosier 
(co-directed; French, 2016); Annalese Duprey (English, 2019); Sarah Forth (Theology and 
Literature, 1994); Ray Gleason (English, 1997); Cynthia Gould (English, 1994); Jenny 
Lee (co-directed; English, 2012); Jesse Njus (Theatre/Drama, 2010); Stephanie Pentz 
(English, 2019); Joshua Byron Smith (English, 2011); Lily Stewart (Religious Studies, in 
progress); Thomas Tipton (English, 1997); Lora Walsh (Religious Studies, 2010); Claire 
Waters (Comp. Lit./English, 1998); Wenhan Zhang (Comp. Lit./English, in progress) 

 
Service on dissertation committees 
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Lisa Avalos-Bock (Sociology, 1995); Kristi Bain (Religious Studies, 2014); Craig Berry 
(English, 1992); Kaitlin Browne (English, in progress); Louisa Burnham (History, 2000); 
Maeve Callan (Religion, 2002); Kristin Doll (Religious Studies, 2020); Sean Field 
(History, 2002); Gavin Fort (History, 2016); Carissa Harris (English, 2012); Jacquelyn 
Hendricks (English, 2013); Nancy Jiang (English, in progress); Lynn Jencks (Religious 
Studies, 2016); Nancy Jiang (English, in progress); Richard Johnson (English, 1998); 
Spencer Smith (Religion, 1997); Sarah Wilson (English, 2020) 
 

Dissertations examined abroad  
 

Michael Barbezat (U. of Toronto), Meri Heinonen (U. of Turku, Finland), Diana Jeske 
(Monash U., Australia), anonymous candidate at Central European University (Budapest) 

 
Memberships 
 
 American Philosophical Society (elected member, 2017) 
 American Academy of Arts and Sciences (elected member, 2005) 
 Medieval Academy of America (elected Fellow, 1999; president 2015-16) 
 American Society of Church History (president 2011) 
 Modern Language Association 
 Hagiography Society  
 American Association of University Professors (NU chapter president, 1997-99) 
 
Professional Service  
 

Editorial Board of Medieval Women: Texts and Contexts, Brepols, 1999-2007 
 Editorial Board of The Fathers of the Church, Medieval Continuation, 2005-10 
 Editorial Board of Spiritus, a journal for the study of Christian spirituality, 2000-14 

Editorial Board of Religion & Literature, 2014- 
Program Review panel, Centre for Medieval Studies, Univ. of Toronto, 2018 
Illinois Medieval Association: 
 Vice President and Program Chair, 2003-04 
 President, 2004-05 
American Society of Church History:  

  Councillor, 2005-08 
  Program Chair and President-Elect, 2010 
  President, 2011 
  Past President and Chair of Nominating Committee, 2012  
 Medieval Academy of America:   
  Nominating Committee, 1997-98 

Councillor, 2001-03 
  Nominating Committee of the Fellows, 2003-05 
  Orator of the Fellows, 2006-08  
  Program Chair for annual meeting, 2008-09 
  Second Vice President, 2013-14 
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  First Vice President, 2014-15 
  President, 2015-16 
  Chair, Nominating Committee for Officers of the Fellows, 2019 
 
University Service 
 
 Weinberg College Budget Committee, 2018-20 
 Ad Hoc Committee for a Weinberg Language Initiative, 2017-18 
 Program Review, Dept. of History, 2017 
 Faculty Senate, 2015-18  
 Committee on Cause, 2016-18 
 Senate Committee on Faculty Rights and Responsibilities, 2015-16 
 Committee on Faculty Honors, 2010-15 
 Chabraja Center for Historical Studies, Councillor, 2012-17 
 Alice Berline Kaplan Humanities Institute, Councillor, 2006-08 
 Special Committee on Graduate Study in the Humanities, 2005-06 
 Tenure Committee, Weinberg College of Arts & Sciences, 1999-2002 
 President, Northwestern Chapter, AAUP, 1997-99 
 University Committee on Honorary Degrees, 1995-96, 2005-08      
 Steering Committee, Organization of Women Faculty, 1989-91 
    
 Chair, Department of English, 1993-96 
 Director of Graduate Studies in English, 1999-2000, 2006-08 
 Director of Undergraduate Studies in English, 1990-91, Fall 1994, Fall 1996 
 Honors Coordinator in English, 1986, 2005-06  

Graduate Policy in English, 2012-13, 2017-18 
 Graduate Admissions in English, 1998-99, 2011-12, 2015-16, 2019-20 

Director of Graduate Admissions, 1983-84 
 Chair, English Department Prize Committee, 1985, 1987, 1988, 1990, 2002 
 English Department Personnel and Appointments Committees: repeated service 
 
 Chair, Department of Religion, 2003-04 
 Mars/Shaffer Lectureship Committee in Religion, 1991-93, 1995-97 
 
 Director, Graduate Cluster in Medieval Studies, 2007- 
 Convener, Northwestern Medieval Colloquium, 2004-08, 2011-12, 2015-16 
 Core Faculty, Program in Comparative Literary Studies, 2005-08 
 Director, Program in European Studies, 2001-03 
 
 Committee on Honors and Superior Students, 1989-92, 1998-2000 
 Mitchell and Mellon Fellowships Committee, 2002-04 
 Committee on the Humanities Program, 1982-86 
 Committee on the Program in Judaic Studies, 1984-86 
 Committee on Appeals, 1988-91 
 
 Master, Humanities Residential College, 1999-2003 
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 Associate Master, Humanities Residential College, 1984-86 and 1989-91 
 Faculty Fellow, Humanities Residential College, 1981-2003 
 Freshman Adviser, 1984, 1986, 1997-98, 2016 
 Cultural Diversity Program, 1989 
 Faculty Adviser to Helicon (literary magazine), 1989-91 
 Northwestern Alumni College, summer 1984 and 1985; Director, summer 1989 
 Summer Institute for High School Teachers, 1986 
       
               Updated 8/2020 


