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Education
1992

Ph.D. in Theology, University of Chicago Divinity School, Chicago, Illinois

Dissertation:  "Developing an Integrative Ethical Method:  Feminist Ethics and

Natural Law Retrieval."  Directed by William Schweiker with Anne Carr and David Tracy.

1984

M.A. in Religion, University of Chicago Divinity School, Chicago, Illinois

1983

A.B. in Religion, Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey, summa cum laude
Academic Experience
1999-present
Associate Professor of Religion, Northwestern University
1992-1999
Assistant Professor of Religion, Northwestern University
Book
Feminist Ethics and Natural Law:  The End of the Anathemas (Washington, DC: 

Georgetown University Press, 1999).

Articles and Essays
"Creating a Global Discourse in a Pluralist World:  Strategies from Environmental

Ethics." In Christian Ethics: Problems and Prospects, 250-264.  Ed. Lisa Sowle Cahill and James F. Childress.  Cleveland:  The Pilgrim Press, 1996.

"Baird Callicott's Ethical Vision:  A Response to Baird Callicott."  American Journal of

Theology and Philosophy 18 (January 1997): 81-87.
.

"Post-Menopausal Pregnancy Gives Birth to New Moral Questions," Chicago Tribune, section

13 (18 May 1997): 8.

"Oh, Susanna:  The New Absolutism and Natural Law," The Journal of the American

Academy of Religion 65 (1997): 371-401.
"Religious Perspectives on Physician-Assisted Suicide," The Journal of Criminal Law and

Criminology 88 (1998): 1147-54.

"Passionate Mothering:  Toward an Ethic of Appropriate Mother-Child Intimacy." The

 
Society of Christian Ethics Annual, 1998 (Washington, D.C.:  Georgetown University Press, 1998).

"Response to James A. Nash." Christianity and Ecology:  Seeking the Well-Being of Earth

and Humans, ed. Rosemary Radford Ruether and Dieter T. Hessel, Religions of the World and Ecology Series (Cambridge:  Harvard University Press, 2000), 251-60.

"Maternal Experience and the Boundaries of Sexual Ethics," Signs:  Journal of Women in

Culture and Society 25 (Winter 2000): 369-405.

"A Person in the Making: Thomas Aquinas on Children and Childhood." In The Child in

Christian Thought, ed. Marcia Bunge (Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 2001).

"Papal Ideals, Marital Realities:  One View from the Ground."  In Sexual Diversity and

Catholicism, ed. Patricia Beattie Jung and Joseph Coray (Liturgical Press, 2001).

(Learning from the Tradition: The Religious Lives of Children.(  New Theology Review (August

 2001): 17-25.
(Sex in the City of God..( Currents in Theology and Mission 30:1 (February 2003):5-19.

(Stone-Soup Ecology,( Lutheran Woman Today, October 2003.
"Sympathetic Imagination:  Experience, the Other, and the Feminist Argument for Pacifism."

In The Comity of Grace and Method: essays in Honor of Edmund F. Perry, ed. Thomas Ryba, George D. Bond, and Herman Tull (Evanston:  Northwestern University Press, 2004). 415-436.

(Of Masks and Maquiladoras,( Lutheran Woman Today (October 2004), 22-26.
(Touch on Trial: Power and the Right to Physical Affection.(  Journal of the Society of 
Christian Ethics 25 (2005): 3-34.
“Under Pressure: Sexual Discipleship in the Real World,” in Sexuality and the US Catholic

 Church:  Crisis and Renewal, ed. Lisa Sowle Cahill, John Garvey, and T. Frank Kennedy, S.J., Boston College Church in the 21st Century Series (New York:  Herder and Herder, 2006), 68-93.  
“Popular Catholic Sexual Ethics.”  In Twentieth-Century Global Christianity, ed. Mary Farrell

Bednarowski.  A People’s History of Christanity, vol. 7, ed. Dennis R. Janz.  Minneapolis:  Fortress Press, 2008. 

“Captivating Illusions:  Sexual Abuse and the Ordering of Love,” Journal of the Society of 

Christian Ethics 28 no. 1 (Summer 2008): 183-208.
(Compatible Contradictions:  Religion and the Naturalization of Assisted Reproduction,( chair, 

with Eugenia Georges, Marcia Inhorn, Susan Kahn, and Maura Ryan.  In Altering Nature, Volume II:  Religion, Biotechnology, and Public Policy, ed. B. Andrew Lustig, Baruch A. Brody, and Gerald P. McKenny. Philosophy and Medicine 98.  [n.p.]: Springer, 2008, 15-85. 
“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1For the Sins of the Parents: Roman Catholic Ethics and the Politics of Family.” In Prophetic 

Witness -- Catholic Women's Strategies for Reform, ed. Colleen Griffith, The Church in the 21st Century Center (New York:  Crossroad, 2009), 114-122.
“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Old Wine, Old Wineskins: Nanotechnology and Justice.”  In a collection of essays on ethics of
nanotechnology, edited by Laurie Zoloth.  Forthcoming 2010.
“Children and Moral Agency.”  Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics 29 no. 2 (Fall/Winter 

2009):  19-37.
“Feminist Natural Law.”  Accepted by Concilium, forthcoming.

“Ovarian Tissue Preservation and Bioethical Discourse.”  In Oncofertility:  Reflections from the
Humanities and Social Sciences.  Edited by Teresa K Woodruff, Laurie Zoloth, Lisa Campo-Engelstein, and Sarah Rodriguez, Springer, scheduled for 2010.

“What Has Paris to Do with Augsburg?  Natural Law and Lutheran Ethics.” The Journal of

Lutheran Ethics, forthcoming.
Review Articles
"An Argument for Christian Ecofeminism."  The Christian Century, v. 10, no. 18

(June 2-9, 1993): 600-603 (long review of Rosemary Radford Ruether, Gaia and God:  An Ecofeminist Theology of Earth Healing).

"Thiemann as Theologian."  The Journal for Peace and Justice Studies 7 (1996): 73-80

(response to Ronald F. Thiemann, Religion in Public Life:  Dilemma for Democracy).
Review of Nicholas Bamforth and David A.J. Richards, Patriarchal Religion, Sexuality, and 

Gender: A Critique of New Natural Law (New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2008), in The Journal of Law and Religion 25 (2009-10): 311-316.
Reviews

Review of James F. Keenan, Goodness and Rightness in Thomas Aquinas' Summa

Theologiae, Journal of Religion 74 (July 1994): 393-94.

Review of Thomas L. Schubeck, Liberation Ethics:  Sources, Models, and Norms, Ethics 105

(July 1995): 986-87.

Review of Patricia McAuliffe, Fundamental Ethics:  A Liberationist Approach, Ethics 105

(July 1995): 987.

Review of Pamela M. Hall, Narrative and the Natural Law:  An Interpretation of Thomistic

Ethics, Theological Studies 56 (December 1995): 820-21.

Review of Susan Frank Parsons, Feminism and Christian Ethics, Ethics 107 (July 1997): 776.

Review of Curran, Farley, and McCormick, eds., Feminist Ethics and the Catholic Moral

Tradition (Readings in Moral Theology no. 9), Journal of Religion 78 (October 1998): 654-55.
Review of David F. Forte, ed., Natural Law and Contemporary Public Policy (Washington,

DC:  Georgetown University Press, 1998), Religious Studies Review 26 (January 2000): 63-64.

Review of Susanne M. DeCrane, Aquinas, Feminism, and the Common Good (Washington,

D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2004), Journal of Religion 85 no. 2 (April 2005): 335-36.
Review of Margaret A. Farley, Just Love: A Framework for Christian Sexual Ethics (New 
York: Continuum, 2006), Theological Studies 68 (September 2007): 712-14.

Review of Thomas Hibbs, Aquinas, Ethics, and Philosophy of Religion: Metaphysics and 
Practice, Indiana Series in the Philosophy of Religion (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2007), Theological Studies 70 no 1 (March 2009): 237. 
Work in Progress
The Sensual Mother:  Maternal Experience and the Boundaries of Sexual Ethics (under
evaluation by readers).  Advance contract with the University of Chicago Press.
“Human Dignity, Child Labor, and the Common Good,” paper for Catholic Theological Ethics in

the World Church, Trento, Italy, July 24-27, 2010.

Papers and Talks

"Oh, Susanna:  John Paul II's Theology of the Body Confronts the Catholic Moral

Theological Tradition" (American Academy of Religion--Midwest Conference, April 10, 1994).

"Theological Resources for a Global Environmental Ethic" (Institute for Ecology, Justice and

Faith (March 17, 1995).

"Global Environmental Ethics and the Renovation of Natural Law" (Society of Christian

Ethics, January 6, 1996).

"Maternal Experience and the Boundaries of Christian Sexual Ethics" (Midwest Meeting

of the American Academy of Religion, March 24, 1996).

"Maternal Experience and the Eucharist" (Catholic Theological Society of America, June 7,

1997).

"Religious Perspectives on Physician-Assisted Suicide" (response to Yale Kamisar, the Pope

and John Lecture, Northwestern University Law School, October 23, 1997).
"It's Only Natural:  Why Feminist Ethics Needs Thomas" (The Ethics of Thomas Aquinas:


the Character, Influence, and Recovery of Thomist Moral Reasoning, Northwestern University, November 8, 1997).
"Set Afire:  Images of Maternity in Medieval `Theoeroticism'" (American Academy of

Religion, November 23, 1997).

"Passionate Parenting:  Toward an Ethic of Appropriate Parent-Child Intimacy" (Society of

Christian Ethics, January 10, 1998).

"Ecological Ethics and Natural Law" (response to James Nash, Harvard Conference on

Christianity and Ecology, April 17, 1998).

Response to Douglas Sturm, symposium honoring Steven C. Rockefeller (University of

Chicago, June 4, 1999).

"Infallibility, Revelation, and Authority" (response to Jean Porter, Catholic Theological

Society of America, June 11, 1999).

"The Erotics of Motherhood" (Culture and Society Colloquium, Northwestern University

Center for the Humanities, November 4, 1999).

"Children and Moral Agency:  Thomas Aquinas" (paper for panel organized by author,

Society of Christian Ethics, January 7, 2000)

"Ideologies of Maternity: Some Western Snapshots" (Alice Berline Kaplan Center for the

Humanities, May 15, 2000).
"The 'Good-Enough' Family: Narrowing the Gap between Theological Ideals and Cultural

Realities."  Christianity, Gender, and the Family Conference (Religion, Culture, and the Family project), Eastern College, St. Davids, PA, May 23, 2000.

(Christian Ethics of Sexuality,( invited lecture, Portanpaa Kristillinen Opisto, Portanpaa,

 Finland, for Nordic Society of Ethics; June 2001.
(Sex in the City of God,( Lutheran School of Theology Professional Leaders conference,

Chicago, IL, February 4, 2002.

(Touch on Trial: Power and the Ethics of Physical Affection,( Society of Christian Ethics,

Pittsburgh, PA, January 11, 2003.
(Under Pressure:  Sexual Virtue and Sexual Justice in a Broken World,( Boston College,

Chestnut Hill, MA, February 23, 2004.
(Roman Catholic Ethics of Sexuality:  Positive Resources in the Tradition.(  Catholic Common

Ground Conference, Alexandria, Virginia, March 5, 2004.

(Kass and Consistency.( Response to Karen Lebacqz, Northwestern University, October 23,

2004.

(Gay and Lesbian Marriage and Children(s Rights.( Society of Christian Ethics, January 11,

 2005.  Also co-organizer and  co-leader of panel on the ethics of gay and lesbian marriage for a joint meeting of the Ethics of Sexuality, Families and the Social Order, and Gay and Lesbian Issues interest groups. 
“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1For the Sins of the Parents: Roman Catholic Ethics and the Politics of Family,” College of

the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA, October 30, 2006; Notre Dame Department of Theology  Moral Theology Colloquium, December 6, 2006.

“Catholics Do It Infallibly”: Twentieth-Century Roman Catholic Manuals on Sex and Marriage,”
American Academy of Religion, Washington, DC, November, 2006.

“Captivating Illusions:  Sexual Abuse and the Ordering of Love,” Society of Christian 

Ethics, January, 2007.

“Gay and Lesbian Experience as a Resource for Theological Reflection,” DePaul University, 

Chicago, October 19, 2007.

“Intimate Unequals,” University of Chicago Writers’ group, Society of Christian Ethics, 

January 3, 2008.
“The Case for Touch,” Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern University, May 12, 2008.

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Untangling Eros:  Toward an Ethic of Sensuality,” Notre Dame Department of Theology Moral

Theology Colloquium, October 8, 2008; Notre Dame women theologians, December 12, 2008.
“Natural Law and Feminism,” ISLA Seminar in Feminist Theology and the Catholic

Intellectual Tradition, University of Notre Dame, November 14, 2008.
“Sensual Parenting:  Women’s Experience and the Inadequacy of Sexual Ethics,” Gender 
Studies Seminar, University of Notre Dame, November 21, 2008.
“Children and Moral Agency,” Society of Christian Ethics, January 10, 2009.
“Untangling Eros:  Loving the Vulnerable Sensuously,” Yale University Divinity 

School/GSAS Department of Religion, February 18, 2009.
“What Has Paris to Do with Augsburg?:  Natural Law and Lutheran Ethics,”  Lutheran 

theologians’ pre-meeting at the Society of Christian Ethics, January 7, 2010.

“The Family as Public and Private:  A Response,” Public and Private:  Feminism, Marriage, 

and Family in Political Thought and Contemporary Life,”  University of Chicago Divinity School, February 26, 2010.

Service and Informal Talks

"Veritatis Splendor" (Sheil Center, Northwestern University, November, 1994).

"Ecofeminism:  What Is It?" (Northwestern University Women's Residential College,

February, 1994).

"Women and Pope John Paul II,"  St. Nicholas Church, Evanston, IL, February 4,

1996 (scholarly examination of the imagery of femininity in the writings of Pope John Paul II).

"Maternal Experience and the Boundaries of Sexual Ethics" (Northwestern University

Organization of Women Faculty, April 17, 1996).

"Environmental Ethics, Natural Law, and Foundations for a Global Ethical Discourse"

(Northwestern University, Center for Urban Affairs and Policy Research, May 13, 1996).
"Teaching Religion in Context" (panel presentation with Kevin Madigan and Kathleen

Waller, University of Chicago Divinity School, February 13, 1998).

"Good Lies and Dangerous Truths" (presented with Cecelia Lynch, Northwestern

University Women's Residential College, October 15, 1998)."Maternity and Eros in Medieval Mysticism" (Garret-Evangelical Seminary Faculty lecture, April 14, 1999).

Teaching staff, Holden Village, Chelan, WA (August 14-28, 1999).  Courses:  "Children in

the Western Christian Tradition" and "Ecotheology."

"Reenvisioning Sexuality" (Chicago Area Call to Action, April 25, 1998; Call to Action National 

Conference, Milwaukee, WI, November 6, 1999).

"Teaching Undergraduates:  Institutional Aims, Personal Passions" (University of Chicago

Divinity School, November 16, 1999).
"Starting Points for a Theological Understanding of Nature" (informal presentation,

Environmental Ethics and Theology interest group, Society of Christian Ethics, January 7, 2000).

"Survival Skills for Graduate Students and Junior Faculty" (participant in panel,

Northwestern University Women's Center, January 11, 2000).

"Moral Theology" (St. Nicholas church RCIA, almost annually since 2000).

"Christianity and Motherhood."  Faith Matters (nationally syndicated interfaith radio

program; May 14, 2000).
(From Competition to Complementing Fulfillment?  Re-Examining the Gender (War(( 

(University YMCA Friday Forum, Champaign, IL, October 6, 2000).
Teaching staff, Holden Village, Chelan, WA (Summer 2001).  Courses:  "Theology of Sexuality(
and "Ecotheology."

(Reenvisioning Sexuality, Part II(Theology and Experience( (Call to Action conference,

Milwaukee, WI, November 4, 2000).

(What Does It Mean to Be a Christian in Our Multi-religious World?( (St. Paul(s Lutheran

Church, October 20, 2000).
Adult education session on sexuality, Messiah Lutheran Church, April 7, 2002

Adult education session on Christian theology (St. Paul(s Lutheran Church, Evanston, IL,

October, 2002).
(Trailblazers in Catholic Theology: St. Thomas Aquinas on Ethics( (Sheil Catholic Center,

Northwestern University, November 5, 2002).
Primary planner and theological speaker for mini-conference on faith and sexuality, St. Nicholas

Church, Evanston, October 1-2, 2004.

Leader for discussion and analysis of documents on homosexuality, marriage, and ordination,

Light of Christ Lutheran Church, Chicago, February, 2005.
“Balancing Busy Lives: Family and Academia” (panelist, Department of Religion 
graduate education program), May 14, 2008.
“Roman Catholicism and Pornography,” panel presentation for “Pornucopia:  Living in a 

Pornified Culture,” University of Notre Dame, January 22, 2009.
“Evolution and Religious Studies,” for “Charles Darwin: Evolutionary Theory, Past and Present” 

(Spring 2009 Alumnae Course), March 5, 2009; panelist discussing religion and evolution, May 12, 2009.
“Sex and Religion” (fireside talk for Sex Week and Religion Week), April 16, 2009.
“Interdisciplinary Conversations:  Religion Meets Religious Studies@Northwestern:  Moral

Philosophy and Religious Studies,” short paper and panel with Robert Audi and Sondra Ely Wheeler, November 4, 2009. 
“Theology and Religious Studies,” Relationships and Religion Workshop, Northwestern 

University, March 5, 2010.
“Child Labor in Global Perspective,” Lake Shore Unitarian Society, March 28, 2010.
Awards and Fellowships

Fall 2008
Distinguished Visiting Associate Professor, Gender Studies Program, 
University of Notre Dame

2005-2007
Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences Chair in Teaching

2001

College Teaching Award, Northwestern University

1999-2000
Northwestern University Center for the Humanities research fellowship

1999

Pathbreaker Award, Northwestern University annual Women in Leadership 

conference

1993

University of Chicago Marc Perry Galler Prize for distinguished dissertations
1992

Graduation with distinction, University of Chicago

1983-1987
Full tuition fellowship to the University of Chicago

Dissertations Advised
Amy Rosenbaum, "Uncommon Ground:  Using Martin Buber's Philosophy to Set the

Parameters of Jewish-Christian Dialogue," 1997.

Haeyoung Na, "Christian Theology and the Understanding of Evil in Yin-Yang Thought,"

2003.

Adolphus C. Lacey, "A Social and Theological Account of Social Ministry:  A

Congregational Analysis of Abyssinian Baptist Church," 2002.

Dorothy Valin, “‘Do You Hear Their Cries?  A Feminist, Relational, and Jungian Ethnography of 

Domestic Violence Survivors and their Religious Congregations,” 2007 (reader).
Tobin Miller Shearer, “A Pure Fellowship:  The Danger and Necessity of Purity in White and 
African-American Racial Exchange, 1935-1971,” 2008 (co-adviser).
Hayley Rose Glaholt, “’Reversing the Chivalry of Christ’: Quaker Women Challenge the ‘Species Line’
of Pacifist Ethics,” in progress.
Professional Responsibilities
2009-2010
Division III Tenure Committee member, WCAS

2009-present
ICEP Advisory Committee, Northwestern

2008-present
Environmental Policy and Culture Advisory Committee, WCAS 

2008-present
Center for Bioethics, Science, and Society Advisory Board, Northwestern

2008-present
Brady Center Advisory Board, WCAS

2008-2009
One Book, One Northwestern Committee, planning events for the Darwin

anniversary year, 2008-2009

2007-2008
Mentor to Luce fellow Sandra Sullivan Dunbar 

2007-present
Martin Marty Center Advisory Board of the University of Chicago Divinity 

School

2006-present
Chair, Professional Conduct Committee, Society of Christian Ethics
2006-present
Member, ELSI committee, Northwestern NSEC

2005-2008
University Faculty Reappointment, Promotion, Tenure and Dismissal Appeals 



Panel

2005-2008
Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Religion

2005-2006
WCAS Taskforce on Lecturers in the College

2004-2007
University Appeals Board
2004-2005
Mentor to Luce fellow Elizabeth M. Bucar
2002-2003
Chair, nominations and writing mentor committees, Society of Christian Ethics

2002-2008
Invited participant (chapter director), Ford Foundation Project, (The Idea of Nature in Bio-Ethics(
2000-2003
Chair, Department of Religion; Shaffer and Mars lectures chair, 2002-2003

1999-2001
Member of the Committee for the 21st Century, Society of Christian Ethics

1999-2009
Co-convener, Ethics and Sexuality interest group, Society of Christian Ethics (convener since 2005)
1999-2001
Faculty Associate, Willard Residential College

1998-2000
Member of the advisory board, Garrett-Medill Center for Religion and the News Media's project on media coverage of religion and spirituality

1998-2000
Invited participant, Lilly Foundation project:  "The Child in Christian Thought"

1998-2002
Elected member of the Board of the Society of Christian Ethics
1996-2002
Member of the board of the Center for Ethics and Values, Garrett Evangelical Seminary/Northwestern University

1995-1996
Member "Dialogue to Discovery" team of theological consultants, Planned Parenthood-Chicago Area

1992-2001
Faculty Associate, Women's Residential College of Northwestern University

1983-1987
Member, Advisory Committee to the Department of Religion, Princeton University

Other

2007

Religious issues media training by GLAAD, December 2007

2001-present
Member, Northwestern University Safe-Space network

1995-2005
Evanston-Skokie School District 65 issues in bilingual education; member and chair of communications, Bilingual Education Committee, June 2002-March 2003

Occasional
Visiting teaching for Seabury and Garrett-Evangelical Seminaries, Evanston
Professional Memberships

American Academy of Religion

Society of Christian Ethics

Catholic Theological Society of America

American Association of University Professors

Personal Information

Married to William E.T. Hutchison; three children:  Catherine, Margaret, and David. 
